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An Open Letter to the California Delegation 

February 24, 2014 
  !
Dear Senators and Members of the House of Representatives: !
Our State is suffering the worst drought in recorded history.  Its effects are being felt today by 
nearly every community and in every sector of the State’s economy.  And the worst is yet to 
come.  Unless there is a major change in weather patterns, the weeks and months ahead will 
bring wildfires, critical shortages of electric power and drinking water, business failures, 
unemployment, and other drought-related consequences, including harm to fish and wildlife, 
that will linger far into the future. !
Our purpose is to outline the immediate threat that the drought poses to California’s $44.7 
billion agricultural sector, and to respectfully insist that Members of the California 
Congressional Delegation set aside their regional, ideological and political differences and work 
together to address the water supply crisis. !
The stakes could not be higher and time is of essence. !
This year, the Federal Central Valley Project and the State Water Project (Projects) have said 
they will provide zero water allocations to the farmers, farm workers, and communities that 
depend upon those projects.  Independent, locally owned reservoirs also are running dry, and 
some water rights holders will see their supplies reduced for the first time ever.  The dire 
consequences of this situation cannot be overstated.  The orchards and vines that produce the 
wine, grapes, citrus, almonds, walnuts, and other products for which California is famous cannot 
survive without water.  Without water, we cannot grow the feed needed to support our dairy 
industry, and we have no hay to keep alive the cattle that graze on natural grasses grown in 
wetter years.  Without water, we cannot grow strawberries or lettuce, and more than 75% of the 
nation’s supply of each of those crops will be lost. !
What happens this year will fundamentally change the face of California’s agriculture forever.  
Family farmers whose names appear below have been good stewards of the land for generations, 
but are now facing catastrophic losses from which they may not recover.  Young farmers just 
starting out are at great risk of being driven off their land.  Thousands of men and women 



working throughout our great and diverse community – from the field to the restaurant – are 
overwhelmed by the uncertainty of what this “mega drought” means for their families. !
The current drought is a natural disaster.  Rainfall and snow packs are at record lows this winter.  
However, the Projects were designed to smooth out California’s unpredictable weather to 
provide reliable water supplies in even the driest of years – and they have met this challenge 
through previous years of drought.  But the Projects no longer work as they were designed to 
work.  Consider the fact that in 2011 California’s reservoirs were filled to overflowing by a year 
of heavy rains.  Or that beginning 2013, storage was above average while water supply 
allocations were well below it.  But today, California’s reservoirs are empty.  The reserves that 
should be there to carry us through this extremely dry year are gone.  As a result of our lost 
water supplies, groundwater – where it’s available – is being depleted at an alarming rate to keep 
farms and ranches alive, resulting in higher farming costs and damage to aquifers. !
The failure of the Projects to function as they should in this drought is not because of the 
weather.  It is the result of short-sighted and unbalanced application of environmental 
regulations.  Yes, laws to protect the environment are necessary – no one knows this better than 
the farmers who make their living off the land.  But the agencies charged with carrying out those 
laws have insisted on spending all of the stored water when it’s available with no eye toward the 
future.  Reservoirs such as Shasta and Folsom have been drained to meet regulatory burdens that 
are set far too high to meet the needs for dry years, and the cushion that should help us through 
has all been lost.  We cannot continue to live from crisis to crisis.  Operating the Projects in this 
manner is quite simply unsustainable. !
Most Californians, whether we live in cities or out in the country, value California’s agricultural 
economy and heritage and don’t want to lose them.  But that is exactly what will happen unless 
the Central Valley Project and the State Water Project are operated in the short-term to maximize 
the availability of what little water we do have this year, and management of the Projects is 
reformed for the long-term to provide the flexibility necessary to balance environmental and 
human needs in good years and bad.  Obviously, the Projects lack that balance and flexibility 
now, which has left the most productive agricultural State in our Nation in grave peril. !
You, our elected representatives, represent us all, just as this crisis affects us all.  You have the 
responsibility to ensure that California’s agriculture has every tool available to survive and 
recover from the current drought and the hard, dry years that the future certainly holds. 
The House has passed one bill to address this crisis, and the Senate has just introduced another.  
The concepts in the bills are very different, and we have different views on these measures.  But 
we are in complete agreement that two separate bills are of absolutely no value.  What’s needed 
is a single bill that can be enacted by Congress and signed into law by the President within the 
next few weeks.  Anything less will be your collective failure. 
It will be hard work to reach an agreement and enact a final legislation to wisely manage 
California’s water now and in the future, but that’s the kind of work we elected you to do.  



That’s your job.  You cannot allow partisan or personal animosities to interfere with you doing 
your job.  As Firebaugh farmer Chris Hurd testified before Congress last week, “Putting 
ideology and partisanship ahead of public service is failure.”  You must set aside those 
distractions, show courage, vision and leadership, and roll up your sleeves to work together as 
professionals to resolve this complex problem.  Farmers work hard, and we expect you to do the 
same.  We need you – all of you, northern and southern, Republican and Democrat, House and 
Senate – to come together and find a way to fix this broken system, now, before it breaks us all. !
Get it done. !
Sincerely, !!
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Michael P Rogers 

Michael W. Mobley 
Michael Wakefield 

Michele Costa 
Michele M. Bays 
Michelle Carter 
Michelle Junio 

Michelle Moules 
Michelle R. Hughes 

Mike Blomquist 
Mike Collins 
Mike Ennis 
Mike Garcia 
Mike House 
Mike Komin 
Mike Riley 

Mike schafer 
Mike Smith  

Mina Shafipour 
Mina Sotoodeh 

Minoo Daneshrad 
Mirna Alcala 

Mitchell Ostwald 
Nader Malakan 
Nancy Gularte 
Nancy Shoji 

Nannette Mathias 
neil cameron 
Neill Callis 

Nick J. Canata - 
Munger Farms 
Nick Milanesio 

Nico Bavaro 
Nico Slabber 
Nicolas Long 
Nicole Kerns 

Nicole Lombard 
Nicole Smyers 
Nikki Van Ryn 
Nina Kisling 

Nolon Doss IV 
Norman J. Akins 
Ora Emmerich 
Pablo Rangel 

Pam Shuemake 
Pamela Heath-Orandi 

Pamela Littlejohn 
Pamela Peterson 
Pamela Sweeten 
Pamela Sweeten 
Parminder Brar 
Pat Cairncross 

Patricia A. Wells 
Patricia Childress 
Patrick Eubanks 

Patti Tienken 
Paul L Dompe 
Paul L Dompe 
Paul L. Dompe 

Paul Lara 
Pete Coberley 
Pete Ramirez 
Peter Dompe 
Phil brooks  

Philip Miller 
Philip Wilson 

Phillip Christensen 
Phillip R. Pierre 

Polly Spain  
Rachel Little 
Ramiro Ortiz 

Randall Garcia 
Randy Delerio 
Randy Raber 

Rannae Barros 
Ray Flanders 
Ray Lial Jr. 

Ray Vecchione 
Raymond Gularte 

Raymond Villasenor 
Raymond Keffer 
Raymond Maciel 
Raymond Spinelli 
Rebecca Gervasi 
Reginaldo Zavala 

Rene Caballero 
Rene Forbes 

Rex Anderson 
Reza Rasekh 
RG Trapnell 

Rhonda Haskins 
Rhonda Junio 

Rhonda Wilbur 
Richard Carver 
Richard Condit  

Richard Dyt 
Richard Gist 

Richard H. Jacobsen 
Richard Matoian 
Richard Nelson 

Richard Nunes Jr. 
Richard Paslay 

Riverside County 
Farm Bureau 
Rob Bryant 

Robert Barker 
Robert Conner  

Robert E. Brewer 
Robert Gularte 
Robert Horn  

Robert Jaureguy 
Robert Lambert 

robert nobel 
Robert Sousa 
Robert Suda-
Cederquist 

Robert T. Avila 
Robert Vallejo 
Robert Yater 

Robin Hadley 
Rod Pfitzer 

Rodney Hansen 
Rolinda Ledford 

Ron Bell  
Ron Cook 

Ron Dalforno 
Ron Nunes 

Ronald Bauer 
Ronda brooks 

Rose Marie Caballero  



Roselee Wilson 
Rosie Silveira 

Roxann Chavarria 
Roy Boling  

Roy Webster 
Roza Kiaee 
Rusty Gobel 

Ryan Boucher 
Ryan Junio 
Ryan Souza 
Sahara Dale 
Sally Keck 

Sally Stone Moreno 
Salvador Parra 
Sam Koistra 
Sandra Forte 

Sandra Newcomb 
Sandra Young 
Sarah Brooks 

Sarah Tolmachoff 
Sarah Warner  
Saul Valadez 

Scott A. Edwards 
Scott Cain 

Scott Critchley 
Scott Fosse 

Scott Shropshire 
Scott Silveira 
Sean Geivet 

Sean Howard 
Sean Nicholson 

Shane Souza 
Shannon Lynn 

Lancaster 
Shari Conway 

Sharlene Bogan 
Sharon L. Roden 

Sharon Lindemann 
Sharon Sequeira 

Sharon Snead 
Sheila Amaral 
Sheila Dunbar 
Shelly Coite 

Shelly Simpson 

Sheryl Powell 
Shirley Gasper 
Shirley L. Fong 
Sid F. Caldwell 

Silva G Andreotti 
Sonia laranjo 

Stacy Cardoso 
Stan Browning  
Stan L. Barth 

Stephanie Howard 
Stephanie Zekian 
Stephen A. Rapp 

Stephen F. Patricio 
Stephen H. Smith  
Stephen Mancebo  

Stevan Soares 
Steve & Sharon Faria 

Steve Biswell 
Steve Cauzza 

Steve Drumright 
Steve Fortner 
Steve Jorgens 
Steve Moore 
Steve Seplak 
Steve Wilbur 

Steven Blakemore 
Steven G. Kisling 
Steven Richardson 

Steven Starkey 
Sue G. Jones 
Sue Greene 
Susan Baez 

Susan Baird Queen  
Susan Gularte 

Susan Peck 
Susan Ramirez 

Suzanne Collins 
Suzanne S. 
Thompson 
Suzie Huie  

Sylvia Casali 
Tabitha Dias 

Talina Powers 
Tara Webley 

Tassha Kohara 
Taylor Smith 

Ted Vance 
Teresa Dir 

Teresa L. Souza 
Teri Rodrigues 
Terisa Roesler 

Terrie meza 
Thelma Elaine Post 

Thomas W. 
Winchester  

Thys De Hoop 
Tim Denton 
Tim Sellers 
Tim Ward 

Timothy Blicha 
Todd Consolascio 

Todd Maddux 
Tom Barcellos 

Tom Gildersleeve 
Tom Locke 

Tom Teixeira 
Tom Toretta 

Toni Marques 
Tony Neves  

Tracy Bressler 
Tracy Tucker  
Tyler Bennett 

Ulysses Sepulveda 
Vahid Salehi  
Van Latham 

Vance W Ahlem 
Verda Leavell 
Vernon Costa 

Victor Hernandez 
Victoria R Strickland 

Vincent Sola 
W. F. Docker 
Walt Whelan 

Walter Lehrman 
Wanda Buckner 
Warner Gibbs 
Wayne Miner 

Welton R. Burk 

Wendy Taylor  
Whitney Orth 

William Benson 
William D. West 
William Dewey 

William E. Slattery, 
Jr. 

William P Bennett 
William Wibbenhorst 

Yolanda Hofmans 
Yolanda Warmerdam 
Yvonne H. Gagliardo 

Zonda Woolley 
Charlie Hoppin  
Greg Wilkinson 

P.O. Box 1267!
Hanford, CA 93232!

info@californiawateralliance.org


